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Designers Amy Yu Chen and Claudia Poh 
are behind the Cair Collective design firm 
focused on innovation and inclusivity and 
smart fashion that applies inclusive design 
principles.

The two were recipients of the Hugo Boss 
Scholarship Award, AARP Social Innovation 
Award and the Parsons Designer of the Year 
of 2018 for Social Innovation Award. The 
pair was also selected for the XRC Lab’s 
Young Entrepreneurs Program and Fjord 
Immersion Program.
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Through Fjord’s one-week Human Centered Design Immersion 
Program, selected graduates of the CFDA’s Educational Initiatives 
are imbedded in Design Studies (Fjord’s method of looking at the 
innovation process) working directly with the Fjord team at the 
firm’s New York studio. 

The FFGS 2018 Designers and Parsons graduates Amy Yu Chen and 
Claudia Poh of Cair Collective were selected to participate in 
one-week immersions hosted in August. Claudia and Amy spent a 
week with the Fjord team exploring the complex topics around 
decision-making and the impact of our choices as members of 
society. This study was incredibly nuanced and broad-ranging. 
Claudia and Amy accepted this challenge and really pushed the 
study forward, generating valuable insights about how we 
contextualize decisions, simple ways to help people understand 
impact, and how we can help frame choices for people in new ways.

CFDA’s partnership with Accenture includes creating  
talent-development programs for today’s designers with Fjord,  
and design and innovation from Accenture Interactive. The Fjord 
immersion program is part of a broader collaboration between 
Accenture and the CFDA to help shape how the fashion industry 
integrates consumer insights into business practices.

AUGUST | FJORD  
SUMMER IMMERSION

Hope & Heroes supports the life-saving work of Columbia 
University Medical Center, where researchers and clinicians are 
revolutionizing the treatment and care of children with cancer and 
blood disorders. Funding from Hope & Heroes supports state-of-
the-art clinical care, pioneering research, the future of cancer 
treatment, and care for patients in financial need. 

In August, FFGS 2018 Designers and Parsons Graduates Amy Yu 
Chen and Claudia Poh of Cair Collective were selected to partici-
pate in the one-week immersion. During the immersion, Claudia 
and Amy spent time with the Fjord team exploring the complex 
topics around decision-making and the impact of our choices as 
members of society. 

The CFDA supported Hope & Heroes by connecting American 
fashion designers with the organization, and putting out a call to 
action for the challenge. Stacey Bendet of Alice + Olivia won the 
challenge. Each participating designer was recognized at the Hope & 
Heroes Annual Gala on Thursday, November 8, at the Lighthouse at 
Chelsea Piers, in New York. 

HOPE & HEROES  
FASHION CHALLENGE 

LIM College’s Introduction to Fashion Business class, led by 
Professor Andrea Kennedy, interviewed CFDA executives and staff 
as part of a mandatory interview assignment. Its purpose was to 
encourage the students, who are also part of the Fashion Scholars 
Program, to learn from those currently working in the business. The 
questions were centered around the following: 

• Training/career background 
• Vision for the fashion industry and CFDA 
• Career advice 

LIM COLLEGE AND CFDA INTERVIEWS 
The students interviewed the following CFDA executives and staff: 

Steven Kolb | Student Interviewers: Emily Abbate, Shayna Cuascut, and Hadley Hendrix 

CaSandra Diggs | Student Interviewers: Lilliana Sarin and Rachel Burns 

Marc Karimzadeh | Student Interviewers: Megan Uncapher and Maria Bologna 

Mark Beckham | Student Interviewers: Mia Cordio and Madison Lucas 

Ashley Sandall | Student Interviewers: Samantha Perez and Halley McGookin 

Adam Roth | Student Interviewers: Kate Majeski and Megan McLellan 

Sacha Brown | Student Interviewers: Danika Audette and Kaylee Naedler 

Education Initiatives 
PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT

2.22–2.23 MATERIALS MATTER 
As part of ongoing Educational Initiatives, the CFDA’s Seventh 
Annual Fashion Education Summit, held at New York’s Crosby 
Street Hotel brought together academic leadership from  a 
community of more than 20 prestigious American fashion-design 
programs, alongside CFDA program participants, Members, and the 
industry.

This year’s conversation centered on Materials Matter, from 
test-tube ideas to emerging industry innovations. Presenting guests 
included Parley for the Oceans, Fjord, Future Tech Lab, and the
Sustainable Angle.

2018 CFDA FASHION  
EDUCATION SUMMIT 

The Kenneth Cole Footwear Innovation Award is a one-year design 
fellowship opportunity offered to fashion graduates that combines 
design with social consciousness. Students graduating from an 
accredited, full-time American degree program are invited to 
develop portfolio submissions in the category of footwear that are 
supported by a fully envisioned brand story and an empowered 
design idea.

Kenneth Cole Innovation Fellows explore the power of design to 
create value in society through empowered awareness, culminating 
with design, development, and presentation of a researched project 
that’s mentored by the Kenneth Cole team. During the year-long 
placement, the awarded designers receive an annual stipend of 
$50,000, and work rotationally across multiple teams, gaining a 
holistic understanding of the entire life cycle of a product.

KENNETH COLE  
FOOTWEAR INNOVATION 
AWARD 

2018 KENNETH COLE  
INNOVATION FELLOW
Susan Zienty | ACADEMY OF ART UNIVERSITY

2018 SELECTION COMMITTEE MEMBERS
Aki Choklat | COLLEGE FOR CREATIVE STUDIES
Kenneth Cole
Kristy Caylor | CERCI
Sam Broekema | INSTYLE MAGAZINE
Sara Kozlowski | CFDA
Sarah Blair | BARNEYS NEW YORK
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